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After weeks of drought and high temperatures, everyone’s lawn is looking
badly scorched, but a brown lawn isn’t necessarily a dead lawn. 

During prolonged hot, dry weather, established grass can go dormant, which
means slowing its growth and protecting its roots until conditions improve. This
gives the brown, straw like appearance most of us have now. In many cases, it will
recover when rainfall returns.

After rainfall green shoots should begin to appear. If no regrowth has appeared
after several weeks the extreme conditions could have been too much for some
areas of your lawn and it has suffered permanent damage. Before rushing to
reseed or replace your lawn, check whether it is actually dead. To know if grass is
dead try gently pulling on it - If the grass shows some resistance, it is likely still
alive, and dormant. If it lifts away very easily with little or no resistance, that area
may have died and will need to be repaired or reseeded.

Recovery Begins

Resist the temptation to renovate your lawn straight away. Instead, allow
temperatures to cool and the lawn to begin growing again before carrying out any
major maintenance, and don’t try to do everything at once. Too much too soon
will only cause stress for the grass. Resist the urge to feed straight away – this
can also increase stress. 

1.Rake away dead materials and any debris (trees are losing their leaves early
this year due to drought: raking up any leaves will allow rain to soak into the
roots of the grass). Removing excess thatch will also help.

2.Aerate the lawn. If your lawn is extremely hard or solid ground, this makes it
hard for air and moisture to reach the roots. Once some rain has fallen the
ground should be softer. Use a garden fork, an aerator, or aerating shoes to
relieve compaction this will help improve drainage over winter too. 



3.If Required - Overseeding thin areas and repairing bare patches. As above
remove any debris or dead material, loosen the soil, and apply a thin layer of
lawn seeding soil or fresh topsoil to encourage good germination. Sow seed as
recommended and keep well-watered. We stock Westland Pure-Green Lawn
Seed which has been specially formulated with hot summers in mind. This
needs to be done before mowing or feeding. If you don’t re-seed bare
patches, then weeds are much more likely to colonise your lawn.

4.Mowing – Once your lawn is uniformly green again raise the cut height of your
mower to shade the soil, encourage deeper roots, and reduce evaporation.
Remove no more than a third of the leaf blade length at each cut and make
sure your blades are sharp to prevent tearing the grass.

5.Feeding - DO NOT feed a new lawn, or if you have put down seed, for AT
LEAST 6 weeks, otherwise you will do more harm than good. However, if you
followed steps 1 and 2 and haven’t re-seeded, apply an Autumn Lawn Feed.
If there is no rain within 48 hours of application, it will need to be watered in.
This will get to the roots and make the lawn stronger and better prepared for
the winter – in turn making it stronger for next Summer. At the same time, the
lawn will not go into excessive growth. Westland All-in-One Autumn or Miracle
Autumn Lawn are ideal for this. 
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Key Point to Remember -
Grass is one of the most
resilient plants on earth, and
your goal should be to create
a healthy, resilient lawn that
can be more withstanding of
dry summers and aid
recovery afterwards. 
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